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Christ is Risen! 
 
The other day I was driving 
my car and didnôt realize that 
the tank was almost empty. I 
began to get nervous, and 
kept praying to God that the 
car wouldnôt run out of gas 
before I reached the next gas 
station. When I checked my 
GPS, the closest station was 
11 miles away! Thank God, 
though, I did reach the station 
and didnôt end up having to 
actually push the car!!! 
 

As I thought about my care-
lessness in allowing the car 
to almost reach that critical 
point of empty, I reflected on 
what a great analogy this sit-
uation offers for our spiritual 
lives.  
 
How many of us are close to 
running on empty in our spir-
itual lives? How many of us 
donôt even take the time to 
look at our spiritual gage, and 
see whether we actually have 
gas in our tanks. In fact, how 
many of us are now sitting in 
our cars, not moving at all 
because our spiritual tank is 

empty, and as we sit there not 
moving, we donôt actually do 
anything about it! It does no 
good to ñwishò our tank was 
full. Instead we have to actu-
ally do something to refill 
our tank! 
 

This month, as we continue 
to bask in the joy and wonder 
of our Lord Jesusô Resurrec-
tion, we celebrate two other 
special feastdays of the 
Church - the ASCENSION 
of our Lord into heaven and 
PENTECOST, which marks 
50 days after Pascha when 
the Holy Spirit came down 
with power upon the follow-
ers of Jesus Christ.  
 
Both these feasts remind us 
how Christ longs to fill our 
ñtanksò with His Spirit. Our 
Lord doesnôt want us to run 
on empty as we journey 
through life. He wants to fill 
us and empower us each and 
every day of our lives. He 
even offers Himself to us dai-
ly through our connection 
with Him in prayer, through 
reading of Holy Scripture, 
and whenever we approach to 
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unite with Him through Holy Communion. 
But remember, He will never push Himself 
on us, or force us to fill our spiritual tanks 
with His Presence. Itôs up to us to see 
whether we have a need, and then to ask, 
and willingly accept to be filled with His 
Spirit. 
 

Here are a few promises that our Lord Jesus 
offered to His followers:  
 

ñWhoever drinks of the water that I shall 
give will never thirst. But the water that I 
shall give will become in him a fountain of 
water springing up into everlasting life.ò 
 

ñI am the bread of life, anyone who comes 
to Me shall never hunger, and he who be-
lieves in Me shall never thirst.ò 
 

ñI am the light of the world. Whoever fol-
lows me will never walk in darkness but 
will have the light of life.ò 
 
ñCome to me all you who labor and are 
heavy laden and I will give you rest.ò 
 

ñBehold, I stand at the door and knock. If 
anyone hears my voice and opens the door, 
I will come in to him and dine with him, 
and he with Me.ò 
 

ñI came that you may have life, and have it 
abundantly.ò 
 
ñI will not leave you orphans; I will come 
to you.ò 
 

ñPeace I leave with you, My peace I give to 
you; not as the world gives do I give to you. 
Do not let your heart be troubled, neither 
let it be afraid.ò 
 

ñYou shall receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes upon you.ò 

25..).' /. %-049ȩȦȩ  
ñAnd remember, I am with you always, 
even to the end of the age.ò  
 

Christ didnôt abandon the world when He 
ascended back into heaven. In fact, He 
promised that He would send down upon 
us a powerful Comforter, an Advocate, the 
Spirit of Truth. God will never abandon 
His children. God is with us and will al-
ways be with us! He is ready to fill our 
tanks, our lives with His Presence. Yet, 
will we allow Him to do this?  
 

Here is the great promise and blessing of 
Pentecost. Godôs Holy Spirit is ready to 
come and dwell within us! All we have to 
do is open up and invite Him. All we have 
to do is accept Him. And the more we 
open our hearts each day to receive Him, 
the more we will experience the peace and 
joy of the living God active in our lives! 
 

So let us not sit in our cars with an empty 
tank! Letôs not go through life feeling 
empty, like we are going no where! In-
stead, letôs fill up our minds, hearts and 
souls with, as the Apostle Paul said, all 
that is ñgood, true, noble, just, pure, love-
ly, virtuous and praiseworthyò (Philippians 
4:8). Let us begin each day with a Prayer 
inviting the Holy Spirit to come and be 
present and active in our lives: 
 

Come O Holy Spirit, the Comforter, the 
Spirit of Truth, who are present every-
where and fill all things, the Treasury of 
blessings and Giver of Life, Come and 
Abide in us! 
 
With much joy, hope, and love in our   
Resurrected Lord Jesus,  

+Luke 
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As a survivor of the Communist Holocaust, I am horri-
fied to witness how my beloved America, my adopted 
country, is gradually being transformed into a secular-
ist and atheistic utopia, where communist ideals are 
glorified and promoted, while Judeo-Christian values 
and morality are ridiculed and increasingly eradicated 
from the public and social consciousness of our nation. 
Under the decades-long assault and militant radicalism 
of many so-called ñliberalò and ñprogressiveò elites, 
God has been progressively erased from our public and 
educational institutions, to be replaced with all manner 
of delusion, perversion, corruption, violence, deca-
dence, and insanity. 

It is no coincidence that as Marxist ideologies and sec-
ularist principles engulf the culture and pervert main-
stream thinking, individual freedoms and liberties are 
rapidly disappearing. As a consequence, Americans feel 
increasingly more powerless and subjugated by some of 
the most radical and hypocritical, least democratic, and 
characterless individuals our society has ever pro-
duced. 

Those of us who have experienced and witnesses first-
hand the atrocities and terror of communism under-
stand fully why such evil takes root, how it grows and 
deceives, and the kind of hell it will ultimately unleash 
on the innocent and the faithful. Godlessness is always 
the first step towards tyranny and oppression! 

Nobel laureate, Orthodox Christian author, and Rus-
sian dissident, Alexander Solzhenitsyn, in his 
ñGodlessness: the First Step to the Gulagò address, 
given when he received the Templeton Prize for Pro-
gress in Religion on May of 1983, explained how the 
Russian revolution and the communist takeover were 
facilitated by an atheistic mentality an a long process of 
secularization which alienated the people from God and 
traditional Christian morality and beliefs. He rightly 
concluded: ñMen have forgotten God; thatôs why all 
this has happened.ò 

The text of his Templeton Address is provided below. 
The parallels with the current crisis and moral decay in 
American society are striking and frightening. Those 
who have ears to hear, let them hear! 

*   *   * 

ñMen Have Forgotten Godò 
The Templeton Address 

More than half a century ago, while I was still a 

child, I recall hearing a number of older people 
offer the following explanation for the great disas-
ters that had befallen Russia: Men have forgotten 
God; thatôs why all this has happened. 

Since then I have spent well-nigh fifty years work-
ing on the history of our Revolution; in the pro-
cess I have read hundreds of books, collected hun-
dreds of personal testimonies, and have already 
contributed eight volumes of my own toward the 
effort of clearing away the rubble left by that up-
heaval. But if I were asked today to formulate as 
concisely as possible the main cause of the ruin-
ous Revolution that swallowed up some sixty mil-
lion of our people, I could not put it more accu-
rately than to repeat: Men have forgotten God; 
thatôs why all this has happened. 

What is more, the events of the Russian Revolu-
tion can only be understood now, at the end of the 
century, against the background of what has since 
occurred in the rest of the world. What emerges 
here is a process of universal significance. And if I 
were called upon to identify briefly the principal 
trait of the entire twentieth century, here too, I 
would be unable to find anything more precise and 
pithy than to repeat once again: Men have forgot-
ten God. 

The failings of human consciousness, deprived of 
its divine dimension, have been a determining fac-
tor in all the major crimes of this century. 

The failings of human consciousness, deprived of 
its divine dimension, have been a determining fac-
tor in all the major crimes of this century. The first 
of these was World War I, and much of our pre-
sent predicament can be traced back to it. It was a 
war (the memory of which seems to be fading) 
when Europe, bursting with health and abundance, 
fell into a rage of self-mutilation which could not 
but sap its strength for a century or more, and per-
haps forever. The only possible explanation for 
this war is a mental eclipse among the leaders of 
Europe due to their lost awareness of a Supreme 
Power above them. Only a godless embitterment 
could have moved ostensibly Christian states to 
employ poison gas, a weapon so obviously beyond 
the limits of humanity. 

MEN HAVE FORGOTTEN GOD 

Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn 
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But in the 17th century Russian Orthodoxy was 
gravely weakened by an internal schism. In the 
18th, the country was shaken by Peterôs forcibly 
imposed transformations, which favored the econ-
omy, the state, and the military at the expense of 
the religious spirit and national life. And along 
with this lopsided Petrine enlightenment, Russia 
felt the first whiff of secularism; its subtle poisons 
permeated the educated classes in the course of 
the 19th century and opened the path to Marxism. 
By the time of the Revolution, faith had virtually 
disappeared in Russian educated circles; and 
amongst the uneducated, its health was threat-
ened. 

It was Dostoevsky, once again, who drew from 
the French Revolution and its seeming hatred of 
the Church the lesson that ñrevolution must nec-
essarily begin with atheism.ò That is absolutely 
true. But the world had never before known a 
godlessness as organized, militarized, and tena-
ciously malevolent as that practiced by Marxism. 
Within the philosophical system of Marx and 
Lenin, and at the heart of their psychology, hatred 
of God is the principal driving force, more funda-
mental than all their political and economic pre-
tensions. Militant atheism is not merely incidental 
or marginal to Communist policy; it is not a side 
effect, but the central pivot. 

The 1920ôs in the USSR witnessed an uninter-
rupted procession of victims and martyrs amongst 
the Orthodox clergy. Two metropolitans were 
shot, one of whom, Veniamin of Petrograd, had 
been elected by the popular vote of his diocese. 
Patriarch Tikhon himself passed through the 
hands of the Cheka-GPU and then died under sus-
picious circumstances. Scores of archbishops and 
bishops perished. Tens of thousands of priests, 
monks, and nuns, pressured by the Chekists to 
renounce the Word of God, were tortured, shot in 
cellars, sent to camps, exiled to the desolate tun-
dra of the far North, or turned out into the streets 
in their old age without food or shelter. All these 
Christian martyrs went unswervingly to their 
deaths for the faith; instances of apostasy were 
few and far between. For tens of millions of lay-
men access to the Church was blocked, and they 
were forbidden to bring up their children in the 
Faith: religious parents were wrenched from their 
children and thrown into prison, while children 
were turned from the faith by threats and liesé 

The same kind of defect, the flaw of a consciousness 
lacking all divine dimension, was manifested after 
World War II when the West yielded to the satanic 
temptation of the ñnuclear umbrella.ò It was equivalent 
to saying: Letôs cast off worries, letôs free the younger 
generation from their duties and obligations, letôs make 
no effort to defend ourselves, to say nothing of defend-
ing others-letôs stop our ears to the groans emanating 
from the East, and let us live instead in the pursuit of 
happiness. If danger should threaten us, we shall be pro-
tected by the nuclear bomb; if not, then let the world 
burn in Hell for all we care. The pitifully helpless state 
to which the contemporary West has sunk is in large 
measure due to this fatal error: the belief that the de-
fense of peace depends not on stout hearts and steadfast 
men, but solely on the nuclear bombé 

Todayô s world has reached a stage which, if it had been 
described to preceding centuries, would have called 
forth the cry: ñThis is the Apocalypse!ò Yet we have 
grown used to this kind of world; we even feel at home 
in it. 

Dostoevsky warned that ñgreat events could come upon 
us and catch us intellectually unprepared.ò This is pre-
cisely what has happened. And he predicted that ñthe 
world will be saved only after it has been possessed by 
the demon of evil.ò Whether it really will be saved we 
shall have to wait and see: this will depend on our con-
science, on our spiritual lucidity, on our individual and 
combined efforts in the face of catastrophic circum-
stances. But it has already come to pass that the demon 
of evil, like a whirlwind, triumphantly circles all five 
continents of the earthé 

By the time of the Revolution, faith had virtually disap-
peared in Russian educated circles; and amongst the un-
educated, its health was threatened. 

In its past, Russia did know a time when the social ideal 
was not fame, or riches, or material success, but a pious 
way of life. Russia was then steeped in an Orthodox 
Christianity which remained true to the Church of the 
first centuries. The Orthodoxy of that time knew how to 
safeguard its people under the yoke of a foreign occupa-
tion that lasted more than two centuries, while at the 
same time fending off iniquitous blows from the swords 
of Western crusaders. During those centuries the Ortho-
dox faith in our country became part of the very pattern 
of thought and the personality of our people, the forms 
of daily life, the work calendar, the priorities in every 
undertaking, the organization of the week and of the 
year. Faith was the shaping and unifying force of the 
nation. 
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sively inundated the West. This gradual sapping of 
strength from within is a threat to faith that is per-
haps even more dangerous than any attempt to as-
sault religion violently from without. 

Imperceptibly, through decades of gradual erosion, 
the meaning of life in the West has ceased to be 
seen as anything more lofty than the ñpursuit of 
happiness, ña goal that has even been solemnly 
guaranteed by constitutions. The concepts of good 
and evil have been ridiculed for several centuries; 
banished from common use, they have been re-
placed by political or class considerations of short 
lived value. It has become embarrassing to state that 
evil makes its home in the individual human heart 
before it enters a political system. Yet it is not con-
sidered shameful to make dally concessions to an 
integral evil. Judging by the continuing landslide of 
concessions made before the eyes of our very own 
generation, the West is ineluctably slipping toward 
the abyss. Western societies are losing more and 
more of their religious essence as they thoughtlessly 
yield up their younger generation to atheism. If a 
blasphemous film about Jesus is shown throughout 
the United States, reputedly one of the most reli-
gious countries in the world, or a major newspaper 
publishes a shameless caricature of the Virgin 
Mary, what further evidence of godlessness does 
one need? When external rights are completely un-
restricted, why should one make an inner effort to 
restrain oneself from ignoble acts? 

Or why should one refrain from burning hatred, 
whatever its basisïrace, class, or ideology? Such 
hatred is in fact corroding many hearts today. Athe-
ist teachers in the West are bringing up a younger 
generation in a spirit of hatred of their own society. 
Amid all the vituperation we forget that the defects 
of capitalism represent the basic flaws of human 
nature, allowed unlimited freedom together with the 
various human rights; we forget that under Com-
munism (and Communism is breathing down the 
neck of all moderate forms of socialism, which are 
unstable) the identical flaws run riot in any person 
with the least degree of authority; while everyone 
else under that system does indeed attain 
ñequalityòïthe equality of destitute slaves. This ea-
ger fanning of the flames of hatred is becoming the 

MEN HAVE FORGOTTEN GOD 

Continued from page 3 

For a short period of time, when he needed to gather 
strength for the struggle against Hitler, Stalin cynically 
adopted a friendly posture toward the Church. This de-
ceptive game, continued in later years by Brezhnev 
with the help of showcase publications and other win-
dow dressing, has unfortunately tended to be taken at 
its face value in the West. Yet the tenacity with which 
hatred of religion is rooted in Communism may be 
judged by the example of their most liberal leader, 
Krushchev: for though he undertook a number of sig-
nificant steps to extend freedom, Krushchev simultane-
ously rekindled the frenzied Leninist obsession with 
destroying religion. 

But there is something they did not expect: that in a 
land where churches have been leveled, where a trium-
phant atheism has rampaged uncontrolled for two-
thirds of a century, where the clergy is utterly humiliat-
ed and deprived of all independence, where what re-
mains of the Church as an institution is tolerated only 
for the sake of propaganda directed at the West, where 
even today people are sent to the labor camps for their 
faith, and where, within the camps themselves, those 
who gather to pray at Easter are clapped in punishment 
cellsïthey could not suppose that beneath this Com-
munist steamroller the Christian tradition would sur-
vive in Russia. It is true that millions of our country-
men have been corrupted and spiritually devastated by 
an officially imposed atheism, yet there remain many 
millions of believers: it is only external pressures that 
keep them from speaking out, but, as is always the case 
in times of persecution and suffering, the awareness of 
God in my country has attained great acuteness and 
profundity. 

It is here that we see the dawn of hope: for no matter 
how formidably Communism bristles with tanks and 
rockets, no matter what successes it attains in seizing 
the planet, it is doomed never to vanquish Christianity. 

The West has yet to experience a Communist invasion; 
religion here remains free. But the Westôs own histori-
cal evolution has been such that today it too is experi-
encing a drying up of religious consciousness. It too 
has witnessed racking schisms, bloody religious wars, 
and rancor, to say nothing of the tide of secularism 
that, from the late Middle Ages onward, has progres-
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mark of todayôs free world. Indeed, the broader the 
personal freedoms are, the higher the level of pros-
perity or even of abundanceïthe more vehement, 
paradoxically, does this blind hatred become. The 
contemporary developed West thus demonstrates 
by its own example that human salvation can be 
found neither in the profusion of material goods nor 
in merely making money. 

This deliberately nurtured hatred then spreads to all 
that is alive, to life itself, to the world with its col-
ors, sounds, and shapes, to the human body. The 
embittered art of the twentieth century is perishing 
as a result of this ugly hate, for art is fruitless with-
out love. In the East art has collapsed because it has 
been knocked down and trampled upon, but in the 
West the fall has been voluntary, a decline into a 
contrived and pretentious quest where the artist, 
instead of attempting to reveal the divine plan, tries 
to put himself in the place of God. 

Here again we witness the single outcome of a 
worldwide process, with East and West yielding the 
same results, and once again for the same reason: 
Men have forgotten God. 

With such global events looming over us like 
mountains, nay, like entire mountain ranges, it may 
seem incongruous and inappropriate to recall that 
the primary key to our being or non-being resides 
in each individual human heart, in the heartôs pref-
erence for specific good or evil. Yet this remains 
true even today, and it is, in fact, the most reliable 

 key we have. The social theories that promised so 
much have demonstrated their bankruptcy, leaving 
us at a dead end. The free people of the West could 
reasonably have been expected to realize that they 
are beset Ŀ by numerous freely nurtured falsehoods, 
and not to allow lies to be foisted upon them so easi-
ly. All attempts to find a way out of the plight of to-
dayôs world are fruitless unless we redirect our con-
sciousness, in repentance, to the Creator of all: with-
out this, no exit will be illumined, and we shall seek 
it in vain. The resources we have set aside for our-
selves are too impoverished for the task. We must 
first recognize the horror perpetrated not by some 
outside force, not by class or national enemies, but 
within each of us individually, and within every so-
ciety. This is especially true of a free and highly de-
veloped society, for here in particular we have surely 
brought everything upon ourselves, of our own free 
will. We ourselves, in our daily unthinking selfish-
ness, are pulling tight that nooseé 

Our life consists not in the pursuit of material suc-
cess but in the quest for worthy spiritual growth. Our 
entire earthly existence is but a transitional stage in 
the movement toward something higher, and we 
must not stumble and fall, nor must we linger fruit-
lessly on one rung of the ladder. Material laws alone 
do not explain our life or give it direction. The laws 
of physics and physiology will never reveal the in-
disputable manner in which the Creator constantly, 
day in and day out, participates in the life of each of 
us, unfailingly granting us the energy of existence; 
when this assistance leaves us, we die. And in the 
life of our entire planet, the Divine Spirit surely 
moves with no less force: this we must grasp in our 
dark and terrible hour. 

To the ill-considered hopes of the last two centuries, 
which have reduced us to insignificance and brought 
us to the brink of nuclear and non-nuclear death, we 
can propose only a determined quest for the warm 
hand of God, which we have so rashly and self-
confidently spurned. Only in this way can our eyes 
be opened to the errors of this unfortunate twentieth 
century and our bands be directed to setting them 
right. There is nothing else to cling to in the land-
slide: the combined vision of all the thinkers of the 
Enlightenment amounts to nothing. 

Our five continents are caught in a whirlwind. But it 
is during trials such as these that the highest gifts of 
the human spirit are manifested. If we perish and 
lose this world, the fault will be ours alone. 

Our life consists not in the 
pursuit of material success 
or happiness but in the 
quest for worthy spiritual 
growth. Our entire earthly 
existence is but a transi-
tional stage in the move-
ment toward something 
higher... Material laws 
alone cannot explain our 
life or give it direction.  
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We have heard in the Acts of the Apostles how, as 
the Feast of Pentecost was approaching, Paul the 
Apostle had started on his journey to Jerusalem to be 
there together with all those who on that very day 
received the Holy Spirit. Of all of them he was the 
only one who had not been present in the High 
Room where the first Pentecost actually took place. 
And yet, God had given him a true, a perfect conver-
sion of heart, and of mind and of life, and had given 
him freely the gift of the Holy Spirit in response to 
his total, ultimate gift of self to Him, the God Whom 
he did not know but Whom he worshipped.  

We also are on our way to the day of Pentecost 
(which we celebrate this year on May 31st) so we 
will keep this event. When Paul was on his way, he 
thought of what had happened to himself in the soli-
tude of his journey from Jerusalem to Damascus and 
in the gift of the Spirit mediated to him by Ananias. 
And we also, each of us singly and all of us together 
should reflect on all that God has given us. He has 
given us existence and breathed life into us, - not 
only the life of the body, but a life that makes us 
akin to Him, His life. He has given us to know Him, 
the Living God, and He has given us to meet, in the 
Gospel and in life, His Only Begotten Son, our Lord 
Jesus Christ. In Baptism, in the Anointment with Ho-
ly Chrism, in Communion to the Body and Blood of 
Christ, in the mysterious, silent communion of pray-
er, in the moments when God Himself came near, 
although we were not thinking of Him, He has given 
us so much.  

Let us reflect on all that is given us, asking ourselves 
whether we are truly disciples of Christ. We know 
from Saint Paul what it means to be a disciple: he 
said that for him, to live is Christ, to die will be a 
gain, because as long as he is in the flesh he is sepa-
rated from Christ, Christ Whom he loves, Christ 
Who has become everything to his life, not only in 
time but for all eternity. And yet, says he, he is pre-
pared to live, not to die, because his presence on 
earth is necessary to others. This is the measure of 
communion he had with Christ. And this is shown so 
movingly in a parallel between a small phrase in the 
Acts of the Apostles and in the Gospel: both the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His disciple say that they are 

now going back to the Father, that the time of their 
departure has come. His life in Christ had culminated 
in such identification with what Christ stood for, and 
beyond that with what Christ was, that whatever was 
applicable to Christ became applicable to him. In-
deed, for him to live was Christ, and he longed for 
his death, but he had learned from God something 
more than this longing for freedom, for communion 
with the God Whom he adored and served so faith-
fully, - he had learned that to give is a greater joy 
than to receive.  

The saints had heard Christ say, 'No one has greater 
love that he who gives his life for his friends'. Paul, 
the other apostles, and innumerable saints after them 
gave their lives, shed their lives day after day forget-
ting themselves, rejecting every thought, every con-
cern about themselves, having thought only for those 
who needed God, who needed the word of truth, who 
needed love divine. They lived for others, they gave 
as generously as they had received. 

We also are called to learn the joy, the exhilarating, 
the wonderful joy of giving, of turning away from 
ourselves to be free to give, and of giving on all lev-
els, the smallest things and the greatest things. And 
this can be taught us only by the power of the Holy 
Spirit that unites us to Christ, makes us into one body 
with Him, a body of people, bound with each other in 
their total togetherness, one with the God who is our 
unity. 
 

Let us think of all we have received from God and 
ask ourselves: what can we give first to Him so that 
He can rejoice in us, so that He can know that He has 
not lived and died in vain. And what can we give to 
all those who surround us, beginning with the small-
est, the humblest gifts to those closest to us and end-
ing with giving all we can to those who need more.  
 
And then truly Pentecost will come as a gift of life, a 
gift that unites us, welds us into one body capable of 
being to others a vision on earth of the Kingdom, but 
also a source of life and of joy, so that truly our joy, 
and the joy of all those whom we meet should be ful-
filled. 

PREPARING FOR PENTECOST 
Metropolitan Anthony Bloom 
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The young mother set her foot on the path of 
life. ñIs the way long?ò She asked. The angel 
told her, ñYes, and the way is hard. And you 
will be old before you reach the end. But the 
end will be better than the beginning.ò  
 
The young mother was happy and she would not 
believe anything could be better than those early 
years. So she played with her children and gath-
ered flowers for them along the way and bathed 
them in the clear streams; and the sun shone on 
them and life was good. The young mother 
cried, ñNothing will ever be lovelier than this.ò 
 
Then night came, and the storm hit, and the path 
was dark and the children shook with fear and 
cold. The mother drew them close and covered 
them with her mantle and the children said, 
ñOh, Mom, weôre not afraid, for you are near us, 
and no harm can come.ò And the mother said, 
óThis is better than the brightness of day, for I 
have taught my children courage.ò 
 
And the morning came, and there was a hill 
ahead and the children climbed and grew weary, 
along with their mom. But at times she said to 
her beloved, ñA little patience and we will be 
there.ò So the children climbed and when they 
reached the top, they said, óWe could not have 
done it without you, Mom.ò And the mother 
thought, ñThis is a better day than the last, for 
my children have learned fortitude in the face of 
hardness. Yesterday I gave them courage, but 
today I have taught them strength.ò 
 
And with the next day came strange clouds 
which darkened the earth, clouds of war and 
hate and evil, and the children groped and stum-
bled. The mother said, ñLook up. Lift your eyes 
to the Lord.ò and the children looked and saw 
above the clouds an Everlasting Glory, and He 
guided them and brought them beyond the dark-
ness. And that night the mother said, ñThis is 
the best day of all, for I have taught my children 
faith in God.ò 
 
 

And the days and weeks and months and years 
passed by. Now the mother was old and bent 
over. And her children were tall and strong 
and walked with courage. When the way was 
rough they lifted her, for she was as light as a 
feather. And at last they came to a hill, and 
beyond the hill they could see a shining road 
and a golden gate flung wide open. And the 
mother said, ñI have reached the end of my 
journey. And now I know that the end is better 
than the beginning, for my children can walk 
alone now, with courage, and fortitude and 
faith. They will guide their own children, and 
their children after them. 
 
And the children said, ñYou will always walk 
with us, Mom, even when you have gone 
through the gates. And they stood and watched 
her as she went on alone, and the gates closed 
after her. And they said, óWe cannot see her, 
but she is with us still. A mother like ours is 
more than a memory. She is a living presence 
with us!ò 

IN HONOR OF MOTHERS 

ñAn ounce of a  
mother is worth a ton 
 of a priest.ò 

 

A Spanish Proverb 

 
+  +  +   

 

A Blessed and Happy 
Motherôs Day  

to all the mothers and 
mother-figures and  
special women  
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them I was on vacation they even stopped sending 
me emails, which tells you a bit about the human 
condition. 
 

We used my wifeôs phone for any emergencies or a 
quick check of Google Maps, but I did not set up 
her phone to read my email, and Iôm glad I didnôt. 

The world survived for the week and a half of me 
being out of constant connection with the web, and 
I daresay our family vacation was better for it.  

Maybe next time I vacation Iôll find a way to disa-

ble my phone! 

Very Sincerely,  

Neal Neslusan  

 

APRIL PARISH COUNCIL  
MEETING SUMMARY 

 

¶ Due to our harsh winter snow storms, we have 
more than $8000 in snow plowing bills, along 
with a higher electric and gas bill. This has left 
our financials by mid-April at $8000 in the 
red, even after the  Pascha giving. Typically 
after the Easter Season, our finances are in solid 
shape until the lean summer months. The Parish 
Council noted we have to have a few extra fund-
raisers to make up for this lost. They also wanted 
to encourage the Stewards of our Church to 
please keep up with their stewardship support, 
and even consider increasing their annual giving. 
¶ We have two unexpected, serious issues with a 
leaky room on the flat section of the Church 
Roof, and we are looking into possibly replacing 
our old heating/AC units, and our Parish House, 
which has serious foundational issues. We are 
assessing to see how to resolve this. Both issues 
could be a large and unexpected expense. 
¶ We have two upcoming fundraisers will be our 
CHURCH GOLF TOURNAMENT on June 
17th, and our GYRO FEST on June  23rd . We 
want to encourage all our parishioners to please 
support these two events! Contact Arthur Bilis 
for the Golf Tourney and Mike Chito/Joey 
Glinecki/Bill Thompson for the Gyro Fest. 
¶ Upcoming May events include Godparents/Grand

-parents Sunday May 6th & Church Nameday 
May 20th. 
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PARISH COUNCIL  
PRESIDENTôS MESSAGE 

 

ñWithout a Working Cellphoneò 
 
Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 

Christ is Risen! 
 

A few months back I wrote to you about unplugging 
from technology, not paying attention to Facebook and 
other such outlets on the web. I recently got a bit of my 
own medicine and I wanted to share my experiences. 
 

I was fortunate enough to take my wife and two of our 
kids to Italy for a bit of a vacation. The sights of Ven-
ice, Florence, and Rome were all beautiful and magnifi-
cent, especially the churches. On our second day in Ita-
ly, Apple (they make my iPhone, of course) decided to 
update my system software on my phone (the dreaded 
OS upgrade). I had not chosen to accept the update, 
they ñpushedò it down to my phone. After a few hours 
of calls to Verizon and attempts to rectify the situation 
on the Apple website, I gave up and accepted the fact 
that the result of the update would be that my phone 
would be totally inoperable except for emergency calls 
for the entire trip. I hope to get it fixed upon my return 
to the US. 
 

It was obviously extremely frustrating to not have ac-
cess to my phone. I couldnôt use the phone to take pic-
tures, order an Uber (an internet Taxi), check the weath-
er, use the alarm to wake in the morning, check Google 
Maps to see where we were on the streets of Florence, 
etc. But even without those frustrations, there was a 
clear sense of liberation for the rest of the vacation. In 
addition to not being able to do all those things men-
tioned above (I especially didnôt like not being able to 
take pictures) I could also not check work email! Nor 
could I receive texts or calls from work! A weight of 
concern had been lifted from my shoulders. I was free 
from constantly looking down at my cell phone for an 
email, or a text, to see what was happening on a particu-
lar work topic. I have to say that it made our trip better. 
 

Naturally I logged into work email every night and eve-
ry morning and tried to do what I could for the needs of 
my job (because I brought my PC with me on the trip). I 
informed my customers of my situation with my phone 
and they all understood. More than that, once I told 
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PHILOPTOCHOS 
NEWS 

 
Christ is Risen! And A Happy spring!    
 
On April 16th we met and had a very produc-
tive meeting. First I would like to thank Eleni 
Xanthopoulos and her workers for baking the 
Easter breads for our community and for our 
shut ins.  We made over $1900.00! That is 
amazing! And we didn't even advertise out-
side our parish. 
 
Our next fundraiser is the Calendar Raffle for 
the month of June. We have 30 prizes donated 
- which include either a gift item, basket, or 
gift card of $25.00 or more - for each day in 
the month of June .  We will be selling tickets 
throughout the month of May and then raffle 
the prizes each day in June.  The cost to buy a  
ticket is $10.00.  We will start selling these 
tickets on April 30th and every Sunday in 
May . Also many of our Philoptochos ladies 
will help sell tickets. Please support this fund-
raiser. Take a few extra tickets and sell them 
to your friends and neighbors.  For $10.00 
you have 30 chances to win a great prizes! 
      
Our parish council will sponsor our 2nd An-
nual Gyro Fest on Saturday, June 23rd .   It 
was so successful last year that we are doing 
it again this year and expanding it! We will 
ask the Philoptochos to bake petas and bakla-
va in house as well as other pastries from 
home. We will also have a center table as a 
raffle. We will also organize a large yard sale 
with vendors. It should be a great day. At our 
next meeting on May 14th at 6:00, we will 
discuss times for baking .   
      
We also talked about our end of year dinner 
in June. We are looking into when and 
where . Father Luke will announce details in 
church and also send a phone message. We 
also talked about having a bus trip to Hellenic 
College Holy Cross School of Theology in 
Brookline.  Recently  Sam and I went to a 
wedding at their chapel. It was beautiful and 

quaint! It made you feel like you were in 
Greece! We talked about renting a bus. We 
will talk to Fr Luke about it. We could also 
visit the Philoxenia House which is located on 
the HCHC campus. This is a home which our 
Philoptochos supports, which houses visitors 
from overseas who have family members with 
serious illnesses who are going to the hospitals 
in Boston.  
      
We will be awarding scholarships to our High 
School graduates this year on June 10th. We 
have 8 high school seniors this year, which is 
the largest class in recent memory. Congratu-
lations to them all! We will also be giving our 
youth $3000.00 towards their participation in 
Project Mexcio and the Metropolis of Boston 
summer camp. So please support our fundrais-
ers because what we need to raise funds to 
support our youth, our parish, and other wor-
thy causes! 
      
Our Church's Nameday celebration is this 
month .  We are looking for help in baking for 
the Feast day Vespers on the evening of May 
20th. We will set up and serve for that even-
ing .   
      
At this time I would also like to extend our 
sympathies to Sandi and her family in the loss 
of her mother Helen. She will be greatly 
missed! Helen was a great lady in many 
ways , warm, loving, and generous! She was 
very active in the Philoptochos, where she 
served as president and in other positions and 
committees for many years. May her memory 
be eternal! We also express our condolences 
to the Thomas family for  the passing of their 
brother Van. May his memory be eternal. 
     
Don't forget our next meeting on May 14th . 
Refreshments will be served. Also, please see 
Sandi to pay your annual dues .  
 
Thank you! And have a wonderful Spring!!! 
 
With  much love and affection, 
 

Evelyn Pappas  
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Christ is Risen!   
Christos Anesti!  
Krishti u Ngjall!  
Kristos Voskresie!  
Hristos a Inviat!  

Scenes from  
Palm Sunday, 
Holy Week & 

Pascha  


